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Messieurs les Présidents des Universités

Objet : Appel à candidatures pour le Prix I'OréaI-UNESCO pour les femmes et la Science

P.j. : Règlement du Prix

M ess ic urs les Prés ide nts,

J'ai l'honneur de vous informer que dans le cadre du Programme l'Oréal-tINESCO pour les

Femmes et la Science, I'UNESCO a lancé I'appel à candidatures pour l'édition 2026 du Prix
international L'Oréal-UNESCO.

Créé en 1998, ce Prix prestigieux vise à récompenser et à soutenir des femmes scientifiques
d'exception à travers le monde, en valorisant leurs travaux et leurs contributions majeures dans les

domaines des sciences de la vie et de I'environnement ou des sciences physiques, des mathématiques
et de I'informatique. en altemance.

Chaque année, cinq chercheuses sont récompensées pour leurs travaux en la matière, et chaque

lauréate recevra un prix de 100 000 euros pour sa contribution au progrès de la science.

Il est à signaler que les scientifiques du monde entier sont invitées à présenter leurs candidatures
pour cette édition. et elles seront par la suite sélectionnées par unjury international de scientifiques
réputés.

Les candidates dewont soumettre leurs candidatures sur la plateforme dédiée en ligne:
https: //wrvw. fbru,omeninscience.conr/challence/shoW I 39 , avec l'ensemble des documents requis en

anglais, (conformément au règlement ci-joint), et ce, avant le 27 juin 2025.

Il convient de préciser que. pour des raisons de sécurité des données. les candidates ayant déjà
postulé dans une édition du Prix précédente seront invitées à réinitialiser leur mot de passe lors de
leur première connexion. Les nouveaux utilisateurs. devront au préalable créer un identifiant et un
mot de passe pour accéder à la plateforme.

A cet égard. je vous saurais gré des mesures que vous voulez bien prendre. afin d'assurer une
large diffusion dudit appel à candidatures auprès des institutions nationales concemés, et de faire part
à cette Commission nationale de la suite qui sera réservée à ce sujet.

Veuillez agréer, Messieurs les Présidents, mes salutations les plus distinguées.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

r,'oRÉaL-uNss co FoR woMEN rN scrEtÿcE INTERNATI0NAL awARDS
2026 EDITION

LIFE À\D ENYIRONME]\TAI SCIE:{CES

l. Introduction

Created in 1998, the L'OréaI-UNESCO For Women in Scicnce Iûterûational Awards recognize and
support emùr€nt women in science throughout the world. Each year, five Laureates are recognized

for theù contübutions to the advancement of science, in Life and Environmental Sciences or
Physical Sciences, Mathematics aad Computer Science ü alternatiDg year6.

The 2026 edition of the Awards will deeigaate five outstarding scientifrc researchers irr the fields of
Life and Environmental Sciences, working iu the following regions:
- A-fiica and the Arab States

- Asia and the Pacific
- Ewope
- Latin America and the Caribbean
- North Àmerica

One candidate will be selected for each ofthe five regions, the determining factor being the
place of work for at least l0 years, not the nationality of the candidate.

Each of the five Laureates will receive an Award of €100,000

2. Eligibility Crireria

The candidate uruetr
- Be recognized for her scientific excellence by the international scientific community,
- Be actively involved iu scientfic research,

- Work in any field within the Life aud Euvironmental Sciences mentioned iu appendix 1,

There is no age limit Jor thæ candidates



3, Selection Criteria

The candidate's outôtanding cont bution to the general adwancement ofscience,

The impact of the candidate's research on the current state of the relevant scientific
field (number, quality and impact of publications, conference presertâtious,
patents),
The recognition ofthe candidate by peers within her discipline through publications'

The recognition of the candidate's comlnitments to education, teaching activities,
mentoring and/or to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals more

broadly.

The L'Oréal-t,NESCO For Women in Science Awards are non-renewable

4. Nomirratiorrs

Scientists around the world are invited to nominate candidates for the L'OréaI-UNESCO For
Vomen in Science Intcruational Awards.

To be considered eligible for an Award, it is necessary to be nominated in wdting by an eminent
Ècientist. Self-nominations are not eligible, nor norninations from immediate family members.

Teams are not eligible for nomination.

Qualified nominators may be:

) Heads of University or Scieutific Institutions,
) Members of Academies of Sciencc,
D Holders of Research Chairs,
) Full professors
F Past For Women in Science Award Laureates,
) or at a minimum holders of a PhD in Science.

Nominations can only be submitted electronically through the online-dedicated platform:
u-vw.forwomeninscience.com ând must be written in English.

On the new application platform, prewious nominators will be asked to reeet their password the fust
time they log in for data security reasons (in accordanc€ with the General Data Protection
Regulation). If new to the system, the nominator will need to create a user ID and passwotd.

Àn application is considered complete only if it includes all the following documents:
- A brief explanation of why the nominator considers the canüdate eügible for the L'Oréal-

UNESCO For Women in Science International Àwards (200-400 words).
- A suggested quotation for the general audiencc if the candidate is selected. This should be a

coucise statement (maximum of 40 words) describing the key tecbdcal or professional
accomplishments for which the candidate deserves the -Lÿrard. Notet,hat the Jury will agree

on the fi,nal Laureates' srotemen s.

- A detailed Curriculum Yitae (maximum 2 to 3 pages). The nominator must include in the
CV (or in the publications list) any reference to the candidate's scientific social networks
and-/or v'ebsites (euch as ResearchGate, ORCID, personal website).

- A list of all the publications of the nominee-

- A list of the most sigûificant patent8 starting with the most recent one.



A list of the l0 most significant publications in order of importance with: a brief
summary explaining their significance and why they are so relevant according to the
Nominator (less than 150 words by publication); the number of citations for each

paper excluding auto-ritatiols, and the impact factor of each journal, if
relevant. Please, add a lilk to access all publications mentioned in the list. If for
some of the publications the related links are not available. please upload thern in
pdf, if possible, or at least proride fully detailed article references including all the
autlrors.
Three to five letters of recommendation from eminent scientists outside the can<lidate's

home institution.

§ominations that arc incomplete, reccived after the deadline (July 4tb 2025), or that do not meet
the requirements mcntioned above, will not be taken iDto consideration.

Nominatioqs are valid for two cycles of the International Âwarde in Life and Environmental
Sciences. Unsuccessful nominations submitted for the 2026 edition will be held on file and

nominators x'ill be invited to update thei candidates' information when the next call for
nominations for the International Awards in Life and Environmental sciences goes out (spring 2027

for the 2028 edition).

5. Laureate Sclection

Peer review pre-eelection

Through a peer review prooess, an expert panel f16rn a vsriety of disciplines in Life and

Environmental sciences will examine all submitted nomiùations.

After the expert§' evaluation, u shortlist of around l0 candidates per each of the five regions will be

eent for assessment to the For Women in Scinnce International Jury in Life and Enüronmental
science§.

Jury eelection

The For Women in Sci.ence International Jury in Life and Environmental sciences is chaired by
Professor Brigittc L. Kieffer, ProJ'essor USIAS at U nitersity of Strasbourg France; INSERM
Research Director Emeritus; Member of the French Acailemy ol Sciences;2014 L'OréaI-UNESCO
Laureate for Europe, and composed of distinguished members of the international scientific
community.

The Jury will evaluate the nominees pre-selected by the peer tewiewers, in accordance with the
eelection criteria mentioned in Paragraph 3.

At the J ur)''s delileratiou meeting, which will be held in Decembq 2025, the Jury will review and
discuss the best nominations for each region. The Jùy will select the five Laureates by a majority
vote. Its decision is final and without appeal. It cannot be contested or subject to explanation or
justification.

The results will be communicated to the Laureates after the deliberation They must remain
confidential until the official announcement.



6. Laureates' comnitmeuts

Each Laureate will receive a €100,000 Àward, which is presented personally to the Laureate, in
recognitiou of her commitment and contribution to the advancement of scientific research.

The Fondation L'Otéal will make the payment ofthe Award directly to the Lâu-reates a few months
after the deliberation and after having received the necessary original documents for the w e

transfer of funds.

The Awards are oot transferable for any other purpose \,ÿhatsoever

The Laureates notably commit to:
- Pârticipate in the Awards ceremonY and all the related events (intervicws, trainiug,

presentations, diuners, visits) that will be organized around the "For Women in Science

Week". The Fondation L'Oréal will cover travel and accommodation exPenses during the
LaurÊates'trip.

- Keep the annouocement confideutial until the official announcement and rlot contact the

media before that time.

The Laureates agree to be photographed, frlmed and interviewed fot non-commercial objectivcs and

For Women in Science Program-related PurPoses. These photos, videos and texts \dill be used iu
publications and audiovisual means including hut not limitcd to witten press, televisior, internct,
outdoor displav, corporate publicatious, exhibitiorrs, in France and worldwide. The images of the
Laureatcs can be used for promotion of science among the younger generation. particularly young
women. Each of the Laureates will sign a s€parate writteû audiovisual authorization. The Laureates

will not receive any remuneration for such promotional activity.

7. Provisioual Timetable

Nominations opening date: May 12ù, 2025

I{ominations closing date: July 4ù, 2025
Pre-selection by peer review: early Sept€Eber to carly Octob€r 2025

Examination by the Jury: mid-October to mirl-November 2025

Jury deliberation meeting: Decem.ber 2025

For Women in Sciezce week: June 2026 (to be determineil)

For Women in Science Àwards Ceremony: June 2026 (to be itetermined)
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